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Staying focused on making our tribal nation strong

	 ACA brings significant chal-
lenges — and opportunities
	 The National Indian Health 
Board (NIHB) just held its 
annual Consumer Conference in 
Traverse City, Mich. I want to 
take this opportunity to thank 
Director Cathy Abramson, who 
is the chairman of NIHB, for 
conducting a most important 
summit as we stand on the hori-
zon of the implementation of 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 
There are significant challenges 
and opportunities coming our 
way and the conference provided 
tribal leaders up to the minute 
information, tools and resources 
in order to improve health care 
services for our tribal members. 
There is much to be done before 

2014 deployment.
	 Improved access to health 
service in DeTour and 
Drummond Island
	 For tribal members who 
reside in DeTour and Drummond 
Island: Please take a moment to 
read the announcement in this 
issue of the newspaper, explain-
ing the improved access to lab 
and pharmacy services to your 
area. This is one small but sig-
nificant step in meeting your 
health care needs. It has been 
an uphill effort, but access to 
quality health care is my number 
one priority. Hopefully, under 
provisions of the ACA, we will 
be able to improve service and 
increase our reach to all our 
tribal members.
	 Governance, civics and the 
rules of law
	 At the Sept. 2 board of direc-
tors meeting, I will face a pre-
liminary hearing regarding a 
petition for my ‘removal from 
office.’ Unfortunately, this unit 
report is due prior to the meet-
ing, so I cannot report on the 
outcome until next month. But 
I am very calm in the fact that I 
have not broken any tribal laws 
or codes whatsoever. Still, it 
is a very sobering event—not 
only for myself but for the tribe 
as a whole. The legitimacy of 

governments rest in the consent 
of the voters through elections. 
The petition for my removal had 
108 signatures collected over 
six months. Of those signatures, 
only one resided in the Unit II 
district (seven more were regis-
tered Unit II voters from down-
state Michigan). I’m not certain 
what motivated the petitioner to 
circulate this petition. Although I 
will stand tall against those who 
would accuse me of wrongdo-
ing—I will also forgive them, 
because Unit II members were 
very clear in their instructions to 
me: Stop the destructive politi-
cal nonsense and stay focused on 
making our tribal nation strong.
	 With that thought in mind, I 
would like to share this healing 
prayer by songwriter Pura Fe:

All My Relations
	 This is dedicated to our rela-
tives before us: Our elders who 
teach us of our creation and our 
past:

	 To those who have kept their 
homelands

	 And to the nations extinct 
due to mass slaughter, slav-
ery, deportations and diseases 
unknown to them

	 And to the ones who are 
subjected to the same treatment 
today

	 To the ones who survived the 
relocations and the ones who 
died along the way

	 To those who carried on tra-
ditions and lived strong among 
their people

	 To those who left their com-
munities by force or by choice 
and through generations no lon-
ger know who they are

	 To those who search and 
never find

	 To those who that turn away 
the so called ‘non-accepted’

	 To those who bring us togeth-
er and those living outside, keep-
ing touch, the voice for many.

	 To those who make it back to 
live and fight the struggles of 
their people

	 To those who give up and 
those who do not care.

	 To those who abuse them-
selves and others. And those who 

revive again

	 To those who are physically, 
mentally or spiritually incapable 
by accident or by birth

	 To those who seek strength in 
our spirituality and ways of life 
and those who exploit it, even 
our own.

	 To those who fall for the lies 
and join the dividing lines that 
keep us fighting amongst each 
other

	 To the outsiders who step in, 
good or bad and those of us who 
don’t know better.

	 To the leaders and prisoners 
of war, politics, crimes, race and 
religion, innocent or guilty

To the young, the old, the living 
and the dead.

	 To our brothers and sisters 
and all living things across 
Mother Earth and her beauty 
we’ve destroyed, and deny honor 
that the creator has given each 
individual. The truth that lies in 
our hearts:

All my relations…..

New Escanaba tribal community health center opens

	 A big thank you goes out 
to Marlene Glaesmann, Rural 
Health director and her staff 
from both the Manistique and 
Escanaba tribal centers for get-
ting the Escanaba tribal com-
munity health center open. We 

appreciate the hard work and 
dedication to providing services 
back in the Escanaba area. On 
Aug. 19 the new Escanaba Tribal 
Health Center opened to provide 
Community Health services 
to members who live in the 
Escanaba area. The new address, 
phone and fax numbers are noted 
below.
 	 Escanaba Triba Health Center
	 Penstar Office Building
	 1401 North 26th Street, Suite 
105
	 Escanaba, MI 49829
	 Phone: (906) 786-2636
	 Fax: (906) 786-0944
    Last month, I reported the 
board would be looking at a fair 
way to adjust team members 
that were over the maximum in 
their pay scale. This has been an 
issue that was finally put to rest 
at the Marquette board meeting 
on August 20. The board finally 

voted on a resolution to Re-
adjust/reduce “over the max” list 
it reads: To authorize manage-
ment to re-adjust/reduce those 
on the Over the Max listing to 
the maximum percent allowed, 
per year, for raises, where no 
wage refactoring or justifica-
tion occurred. This action will 
supersede the budget modifica-
tion policy and the key employee 
resolutions, with respect to 
wage and salaries, pending legal 
review. All board members in 
attendance voted YES, except 
directors Causley, Abramson 
and Pine voted NO. Director 
McLeod was not in attendance, 
she was excused from the meet-
ing. 
This week, Director Chase, 
myself, Chairman Payment and a 
few other directors attended the 
National Indian Health Board’s 
30th Anniversary Consumer 

Conference – The Dawn of 
a New Health Care System 
– Transforming Tribal Health 
with Tradition and Change, in 
Traverse City. This conference 
had many different sessions 
on the Affordable Care Act, 
Native veterans’ health, health 
care policy and advocacy and 
healthy Native practices. Here 
are some examples of the break-
out sessions: Reimbursement 
and billing; Section 206 of the 
Affordable Care Act; Affordable 
Care Act 101; VA/Indian Health 
Service/Tribal Health Program 
Reimbursement Agreement, 
Creating Sustainability: One 
Community’s Work On The 
Domestic Violence; Tribal 
– State Consultation; Medicaid 
101. This conference was very 
informative, but when questions 
were asked on the Affordable 
Care Act the answers were not 

always there. 
    I hope that things start to 
come together so that we are 
given the correct answers to 
questions when asked in the 
near future. As more information 
is made available to the health 
division and the board we, will 
provide it to the membership. 
	 Thank you to all of the jingle 
dress dancers and the Bahweting 
Singers for doing Sault Tribe 
proud at the NIHB 30th Anniver-
sary in Traverse City this week. 
	 Please feel free to contact me 
anytime.
    Thank you,
    Darcy Morrow
    Cell: (906) 203-6699
    Email: DMorrow@saulttribe.   
    net; darcymorrowforunit4@
    yahoo.com,
    P.O. Box 441
    Manistique, MI 49854

Catherine Hollowell, 
Director, Unit II

Darcy Morrow, Director,
Unit IV
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and Escanaba. The tribe’s Elders 
Service Department would 
“be able to contract with other 
agencies serving approximately 
20 tribal elders at one time.” 
The amount requested through 
the grant is $29,982 with an 
in-kind match of nine percent, 
or $3,331, which will provide 
1,896 hours of home assistance.
    The board passed a resolu-
tion to amend the tribal election 
ordinance on special advisory 
elections. Essentially, where 
the ordinance prohibited spe-
cial advisory elections for 
unexpected vacancies on the 
board if vacancies occurred six 
months prior to public notices 
for general elections, the time-
frame was changed to 65 days 
without a primary election. The 

Sault Tribe Election Committee 
developed the recommendation 
for the change at the behest of 
the board. The resolution further 
indicates “this recommendation 
is made with the understand-
ing that a special advisory 
election conducted pursuant 
to a 65-day timeline will: (a) 
not have a primary; (b) voter 
registration will close upon 
the notice of election or near 
immediately thereafter; (c) the 
possibility exists that a potential 
candidate’s background check 
will not be completed in time 
for inclusion on the ballot; and 
(d) the timelines for the conduct 
of a special advisory election 
will not be set by law but rather 
by the Election Committee and 
will be published in the elec-
tion notice and will be subject 

to change pending unforeseen 
circumstances brought on by the 
condensed timeline.”
    A resolution to amend the 
tribe’s criminal procedure code 
was tabled for a workshop on 
Sept. 3 to allow for comment 
from appropriate court officials. 
Essentially, the amendment 
would bring the code more in 
line with the Constitution of the 
United States; specifically, to 
provide indigent suspects with 
appointed legal representation.
    Several budgetary items were 
addressed beginning with the 
passage of a modification allo-
cating $152,270 from indirect 
revenue to the executive office, 
according to a information sheet 
attached to the resolution. The 
modification follows the com-
pletion of a time study, which 

appears to have indicated an 
allocation of 61 percent of the 
total expenses for the executive 
office could be covered by indi-
rect revenue.
    An account was authorized to 
transfer $15,311.50 in electrical 
energy rebates for use in exte-
rior lighting retrofits to continue 
reducing energy expenditures.
    Tribal support totaling 
$893,000 was reallocated to 
health services to correct an 
“overstatement of Indian Health 
Service funds to the actual 
amount to be received after 
sequestration and correct the 
overstatement fund balance that 
was anticipated prior to year 
end close out.”
    A request from the tribe’s 
Environmental Department was 
approved to budget $1,193.06 

remaining from a Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative grant to 
help fund the collection and 
storage of black ash seeds dur-
ing the coming autumn.
    Approval was granted for 
a child welfare direct services 
funding increase of $36,698.97 
from federal Health and Human 
Services (HHS) revenue. 
Authority for a second budget 
increase $4,282.18 from HHS 
funding was approved, also in 
support of direct child welfare 
services.
    The board also accepted or 
approved several routine com-
mittee resignations, appoint-
ments and reappointments along 
with discussing matters related 
to background investigations for 
employees and volunteers work-
ing with or near children.

Continued: Resolutions summary from Aug. 6 meeting


