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REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

SEPTEMBER 13, 2013 ¢ WIN AWENEN NISITOTUNG
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Aaron A. Payment, MPA
Tribal Chairperson
“Representing All Members
Everywhere”

Ahneen, Boozo, Negee:

The federal fiduciary ob-
ligation to tribes ~ as funded
in the federal budget ~ are
the result of treaties negoti-
ated and agreements made
between tribes and the U.S.
in exchange for land and
resources, known as a “trust
responsibility.” The author-
ity to fund programs that
fulfill the trust responsibility
is founded in the Constitu-
tion, specifically the Indian
Commerce Clause, the
Treaty Clause and the Prop-
erty Clause. Notwithstand-
ing, more recently, Public
Law 112-25 set up a deficit-
reduction process though a
bipartisan Joint Select Com-
mittee on Deficit Reduction.
Because this committee did
not reach a deficit reduction
deal, most discretionary fed-
eral programs in 2013 were
sequestered in across-the-
board cuts of 5.2%.

Fortunately, the Obama
Administration reduced the
impact of the $1.7 million to
$1.3 million we actually felt.
Still, the impact was signifi-
cant. Though the diligence
and hard work of my ad-
ministration, we absorbed
these cuts and minimized the
impact on services and jobs.

If Congress is unable to
balance the budget, 2014
will see a whopping 14%
cut on top of what was al-
ready cut. This will mean a
2014 cut of over $5.1 mil-
lion or a two year cut of
nearly $6.5 million!

The above graphic is of a button idea conceived of by
Director McLeod with input from Director Abramson
and myself. The artwork & design was created by
my nephew Daniel J. Stinehart who is an artist who
holds a bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts.

2014 SEQUESTRATION = 14% or $5,170,937!

The abrupt and arbitrary
nature of the across-the-
board cuts have damaging
effects on the progress made
in addressing serious prob-
lems facing Indian country,
especially for the full imple-
mentation of the Indian
Health Care Improvement
Act and Tribal Law and Or-
der Act. With programs al-
ready underfunded, we can-
not afford to lose another
penny. With regard to gener-
ating our own revenue, we
have suffered from the same
economic hardships as the
rest of the nation. Sadly,
needed improvements in ca-
sino marketing languish at
the Board level. While both
the Casino COO and I rec-
ommended a management
change here, the Board re-
jected our recommendation
and decide to do nothing.

The Congressional Re-
search Service reported un-
der Section 256(e) of the
1985 Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control
Act, sequestration may only
reduce funding appropriated
to the Indian Heath Service
by 2 percent in any fiscal
year. But, the Office of
Management and Budget is
subjecting the IHS discre-
tionary accounts to the 9
percent across-the-board
cuts. Because of recent Con-
gressional underfunding, the
impact is cumulative includ-
ing the following:

¢ Low Income Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (LIHEAP) for
tribes, cut by 35%

¢ Vocational Rehabilitation State
Grants, for tribes, cut by 25%

¢ Indian Housing Block Grant cut
by 21%

¢ Indian Student Education cut by
13%

¢ Tribal Community Oriented Po-
licing Grants cut by 25%

¢ Total Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) Operation of Indian Pro-
grams cut by 14%

¢ Native American Job Training cut
by 23%

Essential American In-
dian and Alaska Native Edu-
cation programs are in peril.
For example, Impact Aid,
the oldest elementary and
secondary federal education
program administered by the
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion was cut $100 million in
the middle of the 2012-13
school year. Our Tribe has
effectively used the Native
American Housing Assis-
tance and Self-
Determination Act
(NAHASDA) funding to
address the acute housing
needs of our people. In FY
2011, Congress reduced
funding for NAHASDA'’s
Indian Housing Block Grant
program by more than 7 per-
cent ($50 million) and re-
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ducing NAHASDA funding
by an additional 14 percent
through sequestration will
greatly inhibit our ability to
address the ongoing shortage
of safe, affordable housing.

I NEED YOUR HELP!

With stall tactics of select
Tribal Board Members to
not enact a new Constitution
with a separation of powers,
“at large” representation,
and a long term revenue al-
location plan to ensure that
all Members will eventually
share in our Tribal Dream, I
am a bit embarrassed to ask
for your help. Nonetheless,
we need a unified effort to
impact Congress to exempt
Tribe’s from sequestration.

Given our Board deci-
mated our federal govern-
ment relations efforts by
eliminating our Federal lob-
byist when I left office in
2008, I need your help. I am
traveling to DC for a few
days in September to meet
with as many Members of
Congress and the Presiden-
tial Administration as I can
to try to get an exemption to
sequestration by making
treaty rights mnon-
discretionary. The saying
goes, “many hands make
light work.” I cannot do it
alone. If you’d like to help
me, and help our Tribe,
please visit our Tribal Web
page at:

http://www.saulttribe.com/

to download a letter and sign
and mail it ~ or call or visit a
Member of Congress. In
time, with the right Tribal
leadership on the Board, we
can then plan for how all our
Members will benefit from
our efforts.

Chi MeGwitch, Negee,

Aaron

Information Provided by the Budget Department - August 2013

On Facebook ‘Aaron Payment’ & ‘Sault Tribe Guide’ on Facebook.




