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PROUDLY REPRESENTING YOU AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS 

Aaron A. Payment, MPA 
Tribal Chairperson 

Representing All Members  
Everywhere 

 
Ahneen, Boozo, Negee: 
 

          I am pleased to report 
that I was once again asked to 
testify in the U.S. Senate on 
Indian Country priorities.  My 
testimony appears to the right.         
 

          Below are two Call to 
Action items I am asking you 
to please assist us in advocat-
ing for our Tribe. One issue 
deals with draft federal legis-
lation to circumvent the right 
of Michigan citizens who 
spoke loudly last fall via ref-
erendum to halt the wanton 
and unjustified killing of 
Gray Wolves in Michigan. 
The other deals with a huge 
opportunity with full and 
mandatory funding for IHS  
Contract Support Costs. 
 

SUPPORT  
MANDATORY  

IHS CSC FUNDING  
 

          Recently, President 
Obama took a historic leap in 
recognizing and honoring the 
trust responsibility to Ameri-
can Indian tribes pursuant to 
treaties and the U.S. Constitu-
tion. The President took ac-
tion no previous President has 
by proposing to move a por-
tion of federal funding for 
tribes from “discretionary” to 
“mandatory/ non-
discretionary”.  If passed, this 
would mean that the devastat-
ing impacts of sequestration 
in recent years would no 
longer affect Contract Sup-
port Cost (CSC) which is a 
fee on top of federal funds for 
the administration of Indian 
IHS and BIA funding.   
 

          A year ago, I was ap-
pointed by the National IHS 
Director to serve on the IHS-
CSC Work-group just over a 
year ago to identify solutions 
to the back log of IHS Claims 
and to make the payment of 
CSC amounts routine and 
predictable.  In 2014, my ad-

ministration successfully ne-
gotiated a settlement of past 
CSC claims and recovered 
$1.3 million!  This helped 
balance our 2014 budget.  
Stabilizing CSC funds  will 
ensure continuity of essential 
programs and services.   

 

The President’s rec-
ommendation comes as the 
IHS-CSC Workgroup wraps 
up our yearlong charge - serv-
ing in an advisory capacity to 
the Interim IHS Director. We 
worked through all of the 
technical aspects of this com-
plex issue and to develop a 
spreadsheet CSC calculator to 
demonstrate the predictability 
of the model, show accounta-
bility, and build confidence in 
the use of federal funds. I am 
humbled to have played a role 
in facilitating effective com-
munications between tribal 
representatives and our feder-
al partners.  It was an histori-
cal feat for which our ances-
tors would be proud. 

 

          On the national scale, 
the President’s proposal for 
IHS alone would make CSC 
funding reoccurring and man-
datory at $800 million in the 
first year, $900 million in 
year two and $1 billion annu-
ally in year three!  Our por-
tion of this is over $600,000.  
This move would also make 
CSC “X-Year” or “Zero 
Year” funded meaning it is 
not subject to recessionary 
efforts if the amount is not 
used in a single fiscal cycle. 

   

          The work left to do is 
to urge Congress to uphold 
their Constitutional and trust 
responsibility in honoring the 
treaties by permanently enact-
ing this legislation to make 
CSC funds mandatory.  I have 
pledged to use my role as a 
CSC Workgroup Member, 
VP the Mid West Alliance of 
Sovereign Tribes and the   
National Congress of Ameri-
can Indians (Midwest Region) 
to complete this final task.  
We need your help, to ensure 
Congress supports the Presi-
dent's proposal.  We recently 
did a statewide mailing.  If 
you have not yet done so, or 
did not receive a letter, we 
need you to send a letter to 
your Member of Congress.  
Contact information follows. 

OPPOSE  
GRAY WOLF  

LEGISLATION 
 

          The Gray Wolf was 
recently put back on the en-
dangered species list by court 
order.  As a Tribe, we have 
consistently objected to rec-
reational hunting of wolves 
and have been highly critical 
of both the rationale and the 
implementation of the 2013 
Michigan wolf hunting sea-
son. Congressman  Dan   
Benishek supports a bill that 
would lift existing federal 
protections for the Gray Wolf 
under the Endangered Species 
Act, effectively permitting 
Michigan and other nearby 
states to again allow wolf 
hunting. Recreational hunting 
as a means to reduce wolf 
abundance is both ineffective 
and unnecessary, based on the 
most recent and credible sci-
entific information. The Gray 

Wolf is an extremely im-
portant cultural species to our 
Anishinaabeg people.  
 

          We have witnessed the 
near extinction of wolves 
from the 1836 Treaty Ceded 
Territory and only recently, 
its slow recovery thanks to 
the protections of the Endan-
gered Species Act. The most 
effective course of action is to 
down-list wolves to 
“threatened” status in Michi-
gan with rules so the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service may use 
lethal control in certain situa-
tions. This can be done in the 
manner provided by the En-
dangered Species Act.  
 

          Please contact your 
Congressional Representa-

tives and tell them to reject 
this bill.  To down load a 
sample letter for these issues, 
or find how to contact your 
Member of Congress, please 
go to: our web page at:  
 

www.saulttribe.com  
 

Or, if you would like assis-
tance, call our toll free num-
ber at:  
 

1 (800) 793-0660 
 

...and ask for Mike McCoy or 
Jennifer Dale-Burton. 
 

           Please help us help our 
Tribe by writing to your    
representatives on these im-
portant matters.  Our future 
generations depend on our 
actions today! 
 

Call:  800-793-0660   Cell:  906-440-5937   Email:  chairpersonpayment@saulttribe.net    Facebook ‘Aaron Payment’   

Watch Sault Tribe Board Meetings on Livestream:   http://new.livestream.com/TOSSABCS2  

“In my estimation, this new wolf hunt legislation is 
an entirely political issue and not one of citizen 
safety or even based on any acceptable  science!” 

~ Chairperson Aaron A. Payment 

Chi-MeGwitch, Negee! 

IHS-CSC Workgroup: Far Left, Cathy Abramson ~ then NIHB Chair,; Front 
Row Center ~ IHS Interim  Director Dr. Yvette Robideaux;  Back Row to the 
Right of center, Chairperson Aaron Payment, IHS-CSC Workgroup Member. 


